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Will more wild be called ‘wilderness?' 
Groups seeking substantial protection for lands in Gore Range, north of Vail, near Camp Hale 
and south of Edwards 
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VAIL — If you’re in an area deemed “wilderness,” you’re in a really special place, said Chuck 
Ogilby, a longtime Vail resident. 
 
“It makes an area absolutely pristine, and that is such an incredibly rare thing in the world 
today,” he said. 
 
There’s plenty of wild land around Eagle County — 85 percent of the county is public land. But 
that land — including its wildlife and water — can still face threats, whether it’s logging, mining 
or snowmobiles.  
Wilderness designation helps protect land from those threats. Three such areas are already in 
the county: The Eagles Nest Wilderness encompasses the Gore Range, the Holy Cross 
Wilderness covers more than 100,000 acres around Mount of the Holy Cross, and a small 
portion of the Flat Tops Wilderness is in the county. 
 
Wilderness areas ban snowmobiles and mountain bikes and limit mining and logging. 
 
Ogilby said he supports the creation of more “wilderness” around Eagle County, and a new 
campaign is trying to do just that. Three regional groups are eyeing 670,000 acres in the White 
River National Forest for the “wilderness area” designation. Much of that land is in Eagle 
County. 
 
“We’re kind of surrounded by the sights and sounds of urban life,” said Clare Bastable of the 
Colorado Mountain Club. “The opportunity to get away from our day jobs and vehicles, our 
urban lives, to be able to get solitude, those opportunities are diminishing as Colorado gets 
more and more developed. 
 
“Wilderness offers the ultimate opportunity to seek quiet, to seek solitude, to reconnect with 
nature.” 
 
Headed to Congress  
 
The plan, called the Hidden Gems Wilderness Campaign, is now a draft, and the organizers are 
asking community members for input. The Wilderness Workshop, the Colorado Mountain Club 
and the Colorado Environmental Coalition are spearheading the campaign. 
 
“We’re trying to sit down with those folks and get a sense of how our proposal looks,” said Lisa 
Smith of the Colorado Environmental Coalition. 
 
Once it’s completed, the plan will have to get approval from Congress. Sloan Shoemaker, 
director of the Wilderness Workshop, said the campaign organizers have been talking to the 
state’s congressional delegation, and are optimistic about Congress’ willingness to approve new 
wilderness. 
 
“There might be more openness to wilderness than there has been previously,” he said. 
 



But it’s important that the effort starts with citizens, Shoemaker said. 
 
“Congress doesn’t act on agency recommendations,” he said. “They act on the will of the 
constituents.” 


