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Trekking in Transylvania
Colorado Mountain Club, Adventure Travel Outing
Thursday, July 21 – Monday, August 1, 2011
ITINERARY
	Day 1, Thurs. July 21
	Leave Denver

	Day 2, Fri. July 22
	Arrive in Bucharest, before 1:00 PM. 1 ½ hour transfer to Sinaia (mountain resort). Tour Peles Castle, a Neo-Renaissance Castle built between1873-1914. Includes: Castle tickets (guided tour) and dinner (breakfast and lunch not included). Stay in 3+ hotel, with breakfast for Day 3 included.

	Day 3, Sat., July 23
	9 hour hike in the Southern Carpathians, which form a narrow saw-like ridge.  Start via cable car to Babele (a mountain megalith shaped by wind and rain into human forms called the “Old Ladies”). Hike over Omu (7,343’), descend to Clincea, and to Bran. Accommodation at guesthouse in Bran (2 nights). Includes: pack lunch and dinner with host.

	Day 4, Sun. July 24
	Full day hike (9 hours) – Cumatura chalet – Ascutit peak and La Om peak, then descend through the Zarnesti gorge. Includes: breakfast at hotel, pack lunch, and dinner with host.

	Day 5, Mon. July 25
	Rest day – tour of Bran Castle, where Vlad Dracul was imprisoned. This building (known as Dracula’s Castle) was the former home of Queen Marie of Romania – the grand-daughter of Queen Victoria of England who married King Ferdinand of Romania. Also, tour orthodox monastery. Overnight at Balea Lake Chalet. Includes: Castle tickets (guided tour), breakfast at hotel and dinner at Balea Chalet.

	Day 6, Tues. July 26
	Hike to Podragu Chalet (mountain hut). Overnight at hut. Includes: breakfast at Balea Chalet, pack lunch, dinner at Podragu hut.

	Day 7, Wed. July 27
	Hike to Moldoveanu peak and return to Podragu overnight. Includes: breakfast, pack lunch and dinner.

	Day 8, Thurs. July 28
	Descend from mountain. Transportation to Sighisoara (UNESCO site) with accommodation for 2 nights in a restored Saxon village near Sighisoara (in Malancrav). Includes: breakfast at hut, picnic lunch or lunch en route to Sighisoara, and dinner in Sighisoara.

	Day 9, Fri. July 29
	6 hour hike from Malancrav to Biertan. Includes: breakfast, pack lunch and dinner in Sighisoara.

	Day 10, Sat. July 30
	2 hour transportation to Sibiu (the wealthiest citadel of the Transylvanian Saxons). Overnight in Sibiu in a 3* hotel. Includes: breakfast. Lunch and dinner in Sibiu not provided, but information about good places to eat will be provided.

	Day 11, Sun. July 31
	5 hour transfer to Bucharest along Olt valley. Overnight in 3* hotel. Includes: breakfast, lunch en route to Bucharest, and dinner & evening event in Bucharest (specified later). 

	Day 12, Mon. Aug 1
	Flight to Denver. Includes: transfer to airport, breakfast at hotel.


Bio for Linda Ditchkus:

Linda has been a member of the Colorado Mountain Club (CMC) for more than 15 years and spends as much time as possible in the Rocky Mountains. When not enjoying our great state of Colorado, she travels to the mountains and historic sites of foreign countries. She has visited more than 40 countries and has trekked in many of those, including Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Peru, Switzerland, and Vietnam. 

In 2010, Linda co-led a CMC trip to hike Scotland’s West Highland Way, an 82 mile trek over 8 days through the Scottish Highlands. She also led the group on a climb of Scotland’s (and the U.K.’s) highpoint of Ben Nevis, which is a 10 mile (roundtrip) walk-up, with about 4,000 feet of gain.

 Linda has organized several personal group trips:

· 2008: Organized an 8 person tour of Transylvania for Halloween, including a party in a Dracula castle

· 2007: Organized a 16 person tour to the Arctic Circle, with a stay at the Ice Hotel.

· 2006: Organized an 8 person trip of the Walker’s Haute Route in Switzerland, a high-alpine hike (77 miles and 25,078 feet of vertical gain) over 11 days walking between Chamonix, France, and Zermatt, Switzerland.

· Previous: Numerous 12+ person winter and summer hut trips in Colorado
